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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Another KansasFest has come and gone.  Normally I can explain away such small affairs by saying "Not many people came, but they were all the right people."  Such is the case here as well - but it does not encompass the entire truth.

In my eight years of attending KansasFest, I have met dozens, if not hundreds, of different individuals.  Each year was a unique combination of Apple enthusiasts; each configuration was one of "the right people."

I spend all year missing my fellow convention-goers.  When at the event, it's impossible to not have a good time who have chosen to share such with each other.  But both KansasFest and the people who attend are not forever, as suggested in my favorite poem, "Around the Corner", by New York American columnist Charles Hanson Towne.  If you're not familiar with it, give it a read, then give a moment's thought to your friends around the corner. 

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Timeout Increased
-----------------
When accessing the message boards via the web interface, the system would automatically log you out after 15 minutes of inactivity (defined as the time from when you last you do something that the server can track, such as load a new page or post a message).  As 15 minutes was often insufficient to read and respond to messages without being prompted to re-enter your username and password, the allowable period of inactivity has been increased to 60 minutes.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
A new member of Apple's .Mac service has some newbie questions that maybe you were too nervous to ask, or too knowledgeable to have ever encountered yourself.  Whether it's syncing your data (Category 11, Topic 29) or address book (Category 11, Topic 31), or creating a homepage (Category 11, Topic 33), we'll help establish your new account.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
KFest 2005 is over; now the real work begins.  After reading the reports of this year's attendees in Category 5, Topic 7, take a look at the flurry of software activity that has been occurring since.  Among them, the intricacies and updates of popular role-playing game Silvern Castle are detailed in Category 14, Topic 7, while running it and other Apple II software using the Windows version of the KEGS emulator are examined in Category 29, Topics 11 and 49.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
This past month we bid adieu to James Doohan, the actor who brought to life the "Star Trek" engineer Montgomery Scott.  Read his surprising life story in Category 2, Topic 8: Fade to Black.  Following in his legacy, new shows are launching into space, among them the Sci-Fi Channel's latest incarnation of "Battlestar Galactica"; discuss it in Category 13, Topic 17.  If your preference is for the big screen but you don't know what to see, what critics do you turn to to help you decide?  Are such writers either trustworthy or accurate?  Share your thoughts in Category 30, Topic 11: Film Critics.

Life with Diabetes
Page 955
Keyword: DIABETES
-----------------
Getting up from the couch may be enough exercise for some people, but you gotta go somewhere with that body.  Taking a step in the right direction is a step in the right direction, so break out those pedometers and start counting every footfall as exercise.  We look at trends in and the effectiveness of this basic activity in Category 3, Topic 2: Exercise, as well as how to incorporate other exercises into your daily routine in Category 4, Topic 1: Health.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2005 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
